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Vir bad not been the LOonS who was on out | 
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Side, now may Iſrael ſay; 
. Tf it bad not been the Lox p who wins on our Side, 
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when Men roſe up againſt us: ls 
. Then they had ſwallowed us * quick when” their 0 
W rath was kindled againſt us : p 
Then the Waters bad overcobelmed us, the Stream 4 


had gone over our Soul. 
' Then the proud 9: AR had gone over our Soul. 
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Bleſſed be the Log, tho bath "ut how us as 4 1 
Prey to their Teeth. ' 7 : 
Our Soul is ee Bird out if the Snare a. 4 
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Fowler: : ©the Snare is broken, and we are eſcaped. 


Our Help is in the N OE the Loy D, obo mad 
Heaven oy. Earth. 128 1.08 
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4 there i is "nor an Am 4 in the Univerſe 
but God 's abſolute. Wiſdom directed 
Him to . make i it, and his almighty Power 

DEMS Eto it, with the wiſeſt Views and Purpoſes.; 3 

2 and for all | its Trains of Situations, Influence 
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« and Uſes dirGghoutahe, Period of its Fifiſtende, 


or ſo long as he ſees fit to give it Being :” So 


this great Author of the Univerſe, who has given to 
Beings and Things their. Exiſtence and. Napures, 
has alſo appointed to them their Bounds, their 
Sphere of Action and reſpeftive Ends. It is there-" 
fore altogether reaſonable, that Men ſhould aſcribe 
their Beings, and all. the Powers. and Paſſions of 
Body and Mind to him, who is juſtly eſteemed the 
Former of, our Bodies, and Father af dur Spirits. 

And as God hath implanted in our Natures different 
Paſſions, fo theſe are naturally excited and called 
forth by the various Scenes, and very different Cire 
cumſtances of Life; which, under the wil anch all- 
governing Providence of God, we are called to pa 
through. Joy and Sorrow, Gladneſs of Heart 
and Dejection of Spirit naturally and alternately 
riſe and fall, according to the different Aſpects of 
divine Providence on a People. It is, therefore, 
agreeable to natural Principles, as well as the Dic- 
tates of our holy Religion, in a Day of Proſperity, 
to be joyful, and, in a Day of Adverſity, to be in 
Heavineſs. And hence, in all Naxiogs, and in 
every Age, the inward Senſe a People have ene- 
rally had of the peculiar Smiles c or Frowns of Heaven 


upon them, has been manifeſted by Oe: De- | 


monſtrations of Joy or Sortow. 


10 9e 11 { 144-16) Wm 
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The Conduttof Hael upon their Deliyerance at the 
Red. Sea and of the Ninevites, under their threat- 
ned Ryin, were clear Expreſſions of the particular 


Senſe they had of God's Dealings with them. Days 
of publick Thankſgiving, as well as of Humilia- 
tion, Days of Feaſting as well as of Faſting, have, 


no Doubt, With Ereat Propriety, been inſtituted and 


obſerved, both by. Jews, and Chriſtians. For, if 
we look back on the Annals of Time, and critically 
eye the Conduct o of divine Providence toward Man- 
kind, in the various Ages of the World; we ſhall 
find, that God has never left himſelf without Wit- 


. 2 - * #& 


neſs but has been doing Good, filling the Hearts 


of Men With Joy 3 and Gladneſs. And both before 
and. under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, as well as in 
Goſpel Times; when God deſigned to perpetuate 
the Remembrance of any peculiar Period of Time, 
remarkable Eyent in Providence, « or extraordinary 
Salvation wrought for his Peoples he point 
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Monitors. to Mankind of their Obli gation therefor. 
Thus, the Stone at Bethel; the Monument at Ga- 
leed; thet tyclye Stones, erected i in Fordan ; as well 
as Pile at Gilgal, are! ſtanding Memorials of impor- 
tant. Events. . And no leſs proper and ſufficient to 


ſuch A Purpoſe, are Days ſet apart amongſt a People, | 


religiouſly to commemorate the Salvations of God, 


* 


and publickly to praiſe his Name therefor. As the 
220d . Jewiſh 
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Fewifh Paſſover, and Cbriſtian Sabbath, ſo pen of 
religious W. orſfip, and pubiiek *Thankiſgivings 
obſerved amongſt ourſelves,” have had * happy Ten- 
dency to keep alive the Remembrance of the great 
Things God has done for his People. And as our 
pious Rulers, even from' the Days of our F athers, 
have ſtatedly called chis obliged People, to the Du- 
ties of publick Thankſgiving, f for the more com- 
mon Benefits with which they have been loaded ; ſo 
upon any remarkable and intereſting Turn'i in Pro- 
| vidence; whether proſperous or adverſe, they have 
called us to the anſwerable Duties of extraordinary 
Praiſe or Prayer. And of both theſe there has been 
frequent Occaſion iti this Land, on Actount of the 
di ferent Aſpects of God's Providence on our Arms, 
in the troubleſome and expeniſive Wars we have 
been engaged | in with our French and Indian Ene! 
mies. And even in the preſent War we. have 
had great Occilion. to humble aurſelves before 
God, on Account of his Froums upon us, to boy 
the Knee jn humble Supplication for his Help; and ? 
allo C God hes given us abundant Reaſon for Thank. 
oY ah by turning the bright Side of the Cloud to 
- Indeed, by Reaſon. of repeated- Diſappoint- 
irs, and the Succeſſes of our Enemies againſt us, 
we were ſunk almoſt into Deſpair ; ; which, might be 
4 Reaſon why the Joy of Salvation, when it came, 
was ſo * felt. Altho* the Sueceſſes which 
God 
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God has granted us heretofore, have been a juſt 
Foundation of Rejoicing, yet, the Thought, that 
our Conqueſts were incomplete, that Enemies re- 
mained {till armed againſt us, and that ſome of our 
worthy and great Deliverers fell in their Atchieve- 
ments, adminiſtred a very diſagreeable Alloy to it. 
But the preſent Occaſton of Thankſgiving ſeems to 
be free from fuch unhappy Mixtures. God has now 
made us glad according to the Days wherein he had 
afflicted us, and the Years wherein we have ſeem Evil. 
For three Years God has been turning our Capti- 
vity, kindly changing the Scene of our Affairs, and 
coming toward us in his merciful Providence. And 

the News of ſome of our Succeſſes has ſo far ſur- 
paſſed our Expectations, and ſo effectually ſcattered 
our Fears, that we have been (as were Vael of old, 

when King Cyrus proclaimed their Liberty from the 
Babiloniſh Captivity ;) “ like them that dreamed; 
our Mouths have been filled with Laughter, and 

our Tongues with Singing: : Then ſaid our Heather 
and. idolatrous Enemies, the Lord has done great 

Ibings for them. And the preſent is the crown- 
ing Year; in which God has compleated our Con- 
queſts, (at leaſt with Reſpect tothe Object we have had 

in View) without the Effuſion of much human Blood; 
anſwered our Prayers, fulfilled our Wiſhes, & effectu- 

ally turned our Mourning into 11 The Lord 


® / 
AY 


Ll N * 
* 4 4 
* 
4 
4 
N 
. 
* 
- 
* 
1 
4 
"2 
j 


— 


2 —— 


— 


Aw 


— 


7 _ — 8 * 8 


"WF + 


p i 3 - W 
> edt ˖ ao 2dadiion. 


A 


zo A Thankſgiring Sermol for 


has done great Things for us, whereof. we are glad. 
The Lord has turned our Captivity as the Stream 
in the South. We, who have ſown in Tears, now reap 
in Joy. It ſurely then becomes us upon this Occaſion, 
(in Imitation of Noah, Abram, and David) to erect 
an Altar tothe Lord, and offer the pureſt Sacrifices 
of Thankſgiving to him, who alone has wro't ſuch 
Deliverance for us. The Pfalm-which I have read 
to you ſeems to be well adapted to prompt and di- 
rect our Meditations this Day, ſinet it was penned 
by David after ſome remarkable Victory, over a 
numerous Hoſt of his Enemies; perhaps the Phi- 
Mines, when they ſpread themſelves in the Valley 
of Rephaim. 2 Sam. v, 19. or the Afwvitonites, and 
their Aſſbciates, 2 Sam. x; 6. "Je 
And theſe Words, when viewed in their 8 
modation to the preſent Day, very e lead us 
diſtinctly to conſider | 

The Difficulties and Dangers we have bern in by 
Reaſon of our Enemies. 

Ho effectually, and by what a Series of Allee 
Succeſſes theſe Difficulties and Dangers have been 


removed. * 
How far, or in what Senſes, our en is to be 
antritnited to God. e 


How great an Occaſion of Joy our late 1 
Deliverance muſt be to us. and 

To whom our Sacrifices of Thankſgiving are to 

| be 


- 
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be offered, and Trough whom alone they can be 
1 pd 
Firſt, then, we are to conſider the Difficulties 
and Dangers we have been i in by Reaſon of our Ene- 
mies; ſuggeſted i in our Text, by Men's riſing 
up:“ By * Waters overwhelming us zu By © the 
proud Waters: And by © the Snare of the F owl- 
ers.” Theſe Expreſſiofts' of the Pfalmiſt, no Doubt, 
are to repreſent the Enemy as powerful, by Reaſon 
of Numbers, as great and irreſiſtible Streams of 
Water, and cunning, and deceitful, like the Snare 
placed by a ſxilful Fowler. T hus, «as the Fiſhes 
that are raken i in an evil Net, and as the Birds that 
are caught in the Snare; ſo are the Sons of Men 
ſnared in an evil Time. „» But, perhaps, the Diffi- 
culties and Dangers we have been in by Reaſon of 
our Enemies, may better appear; if we con- 

fider particularly, | who our Enemies have been : 
What has been their Situation: And from what 

Principles they have ated. orgs | 
Now if we look back a little more than two Cen- 
turies, we ſhall find the earlieſt Accounts of the Diſ- 
covery and plantinfſiof the Country of New-France, 
which has been the Neſt of our Enemies, and 
Source of our Diſtreſſes. The firſt Diſcovery of Ca- 
nada River that we know of, was by a Coaſter in 
the King of France's Service, who failed fome Way 
into 


into faid River, and named it St. Lawrence, bes 


cauſe diſcovered on that Saint's Day. ＋ In the Year 


1534 and 5. J. Cartier, of St. Malo, proceeded up | 


ſaid Riyer, as far as Montreal, and named the Coun- 
try New-France. A Handfull of Men, from France, 
ſettled in Canada in 1342, which were the firſt 
Inhabitants ; but theſe did not continue there, 
About the Middle of the 14h Century, Secretary 
Walj; g bam of E gland, reg out Sir Humphrey Gil- 
Bert, who faiPd up St, ; Lawrence s River, and took 
Poſſeſſion for the Crown of England. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, in 1604, Henry IV. of France, 
planted a Colony there. However, in 1627, and 
1628, Sir David Kirk and Aſſociates having ob- 
tained a Commiſſion from the King of England, as 
private Adventurers, conquered this French Co- 
lony, and after ſending the Inhabitants to England, 


took Poſſeſſion, and Patents being obtained from 


the Engliſh Court, the Lands called Canada, North 
of the River Sz. Lawrence, were granted to Sir David 

Kirk : But afterward, at the Concluſion of a Peace, 
were unhappily ceded to France, in the Treaty of Si. 
Cermain, by King Charles | in 16353 which gave them 


that Poſſeſſion which has | Fong until now. 


Naw 


The Author owns himſelf obliged to Dr. Douglaſs for the 
Account he has giyen of the original Diſcoyery and Settlement 
of Canada. 


The Coriqueſt:iof Gb 13 


Now theſe French Neighbours in Proceſs: of Time, 
ſo increaſed in Number; Power and Polley, that at 
Length, in Conjunction with the Aboriginals of the 
Land, over whom they have had great Influence; 
they became very furmidable and troubleſome to the 
Engliſh. Calonies on the Continent. And hence, in 
1690, Sir William Phigps was ſent againſt Quebec 
with a Fleet of 34 Sail, and an Army of Provins 
cials from Net- England, which Expedition proved 
abortive!" In 1711 the Engl intended to beſiege 
Quebec with 68 Veſſelt; under the Command of 
Sir Howenden Walken, who ſailed from Boſton Filly 305 
with 6463 Men, under the Command ef Mr. Hill. 
But theſe being caſt away in a Fog, 8 Tranſports 
were loſt, and 884 Men, in the River; which entirely 


defeated that Deſign. Again in 1745 another Ex- 


peditiona to Canada was formed, which, together 
with the Reaſons of its falling thro', the moſt of us 
remember Thus this hoſtite,: figacious;” and de- 
Ggning People met with no remarkable Check from 
us in their Growth and Empire, till they ĩnhcrealbd 
as is no judged to be about x66{086 Soüls, And 
about 7 8000 Militia. Theſe are the People fro 
whom we have received or Troubles; together 
with numerous Tribes, or rather Swattns of Indians 
who have been ſet on Work; countenanced, encours 
7850 * and rewarded by the French z who 

have 


»% 
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have, with Reſpect to us, proved but little teſt 
hlood-thirſty and cruel than the barbarous Natives 
of the Land. Thus much to ſhew _— our Ene 
mies have been. Let us next i 43 
. Conſider what has been their 3 nen 
will further ſhew the Difficulties and Dangers we 
have been in by Reaſon of them. — People 
whoſe firſt Settlement was in our Neighbourhood, 
according to the Plan of Lewis XIV. of France, 
have been extending their Settlements, Trading- 
Places, and finally their Fortreſſes, from the Mouth 
of the River St. Lawrence, to their ſouthern Pro- 
vince of Lonifiana, by which they have environed 
vs round, and had the Advantage of eaſy Acceſs to 
all our Colonies, either by therfiſclves, or by barba- 
rous Tudians, whom they employed to diſtreſs us; 
and who, when they had exerted themſelves in the 
moſt inhuman Barbarities, on our Frontiers, could 
ſoon retreat back undet the Protection of their wick- 
ed Emiſſaries, the French, who equally rejoiced at 
wyuſt Rayine, Butchery, and Devaſtation upon the 
Ealiſb: 5 for all che Ingurſions and Rapines of the 
Indians, (hav e been concetted, encouragedꝭ and con- 
ducted hy, our perfidious Neighbours, the French of 
Canada.. Nut then the Graunds of n 
| may be yer plainer, 6 we: 1 + 
6 Vous dere eee 
power- 


— 
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pbwerful and advantageouſly-ſittiated Enemies have 
acted. And we may obſerve here a Principle of 
Deceit, which makes any Foe more dangerous, and 
has rendered the French ſo eſpecially, both in Europe 
and America. They are complete Maſters of the 
Art of Diſſimulation. By Cuſtom, Time out of 
Mind, they are above, and do upon all Occa- 
<« ſions diſpenſe with the Principles of Honour and 
< Haneſty.” And from ſuch a Principle our French 
Enemies have acted in Norib- America, as has been 
too evident by their ſending the Natives co butcheg 
us under the moſt ſolemn Stipulations of Peace. | 
Another Principle obſervable, is that of their, 
Ambition. They are naturally inclined, as well as, 
arbitrarily enjoined, to aſſert and ſupport the lawleſs 
Ambition of their Prince, and his Heels for Ho- 
nour and univerſal Empirſſee. " 
Another Thing to be mths is their 8 
t the Principles of the Romiſb Religion, which has 
mightily: ſtimulated them in their | Oppoſition to 
thoſe of the Proteſtant Perſuaſion, and has rend- 
ed them jealous, yea, over-anxious, leſt any Ad- 
vantages gained againſt them, in War, ſhould make! 
Way for impreſſing: on their Minds — 
ments in Religion be13ttut 
Another Thing, which may be ach bore, TH 
dn falſe Notion: of Merit, whether by. deſtroying 


wy 8 Pro- 
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Proteſtant>Hereticks (ſo called by them) of by fal- 

ling themſelves in the Field of Battle. When .ever- 

laſting Happirieſs has been ſuppoſed to be nierited 

by- theſe. Things, we can't wonder it has given k 
Strength to their Reſolutions, and Vigour to'their 
Endeavours. Thus, by conſidering, who our Ene- 

mies have been; what their Situation; and, from 


what Principles they have acted ; we are enabled in 
pbome Meaſure to judge of the Dangers and Diſtreſſes 


they have , us in. 1 — _ cd 


to 'confider © + 2042 


Secondly, How — and; 4 by white a Series 
of military Succeſſes theſe Troubles and Dangers 
have been - retnoved;; ſuggeſted in our Text, by, 
The Snare is hrolten, and we are eſcaped. “ 
This Account J would preface by obſerving that 
America has been the Seat of the preſent War with. 
the French. The Engliſh Seitlements have long 
been the Envy of France and Canada. And a fatal 
and finiſhing Blow upon us, has long been medi- 
tated by tliem. Their Plan was laid deep; the Views 


and'- propoſed Meaſures: were extenſive and, ſubtil.; 


But at laſt their Heſigus grew too bare-faced to bez 
cheealed; and :Endroachments;: too great to be 
ſuffered, which forced us into a bloody and diſtreſf· 
ing War, pröclaimed i in England, May 18, 1756. 
_—_— Jun, ꝙu und, in Boſton, the 4th Day af 
-of' Auguſt 
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Auguſt following. Ever ſince which, and even from 
Pelotte faid Proclamation of War, Hoſtilities have 
been. continued. And under the facherly Care of 
our gracious Sovereign, and by the friendly AF 
Rſtande of our mother Country, tögether with the 
vigorous Efforts of theſe Colonies, (fo much, and 
ſo immediately interefted) we have maintained a 
warm and reſolute Diſpute with our Enemies. And 
as we fet out in a dark Day; fo, (notwithſtanding 
the grateful Remembrance we have of the Succeſs 
of our Nova-Svvtian Troops in 1755, and the Vie- 
tory obtained at Late George Sept. 8, 1755.) we 
may ſay that Clouds and thick Darkneſs covered us 
till the Tear before laſt. The Difficulties ef our 
Situation grew more formidable, as the Proſpects of 
dur Enemies grew more encouraging. None can 
Forget the grand Diſcouragements, and inſurmount- 
able Difficulties, which feemed to attend our mik- 
tary Affairs, at the Cloſe of the Year 1757, in which 
Fort William"Heary was ſurrendered to the Prench. 
Thonſands felt what they dare not ſpeak, and expret- 
fed what nothing but Fear and Diſconragement 
could fuggeft. That was a Day of Trouble, When 
whe very preſent Help of the Lord was needed, 
and was by many earneſtly ſought: Nevet did 
Bondage and Tyranny appear nearer to £Englifb 
America, perhaps, than at that Day.---But, behold1 
* 1 ve 


ve mij join with the Prophet, and ſay, © We 
will praiſe thee, for though thou waſt angry with 
us, thine Anger is turned away, and thou com- 
forteſt us.” God has been our very preſent Help 
in Trouble. For, altho* we have in Remembrance 
General Braddock's Defeat, near Fort Du Queſne, Faly 
9,1755- The Loſs of Ofwego and Ontario Forts, 
Aug. 14, 1756. The Surrender of Fort William 
Henry to the Enemy, Aug. 9, 1757. And the Re- 
pulſe of General Abercrombie, from before Fort 
Carrilon, at Ticonderoga,  Fuly 8, 1788. Let that 
Year 38 opened to us new Scenes, and fairer Pro- 
ſpects: In this ſeems to have commenced that happy 
Train of Succeſſes, by which our Dangers and 
Troubles have been removed. To this Year's Suo- 
ceſſes we are to reckon the Reduction of Cape Breton, 
Jah 26. Of Frontenac, Auguſt 27, of Fort Du 


Nueſne, Nov. 24. Now the Clouds began to break, 
for the Help of the Lord was conſpicuous. Theſe 


ſeemed to be-Earneſts of that Succeſs ſo much de- 
ſired againſt their principal Country. And in the 
celebrated Year 1759 were theſe important Events, 
viz. the Surrender of Guadaloupe, May 2. The 
Taking of Niagara, Fuly 25. The Evacuationof . 
Fort Carrilon at T; iconderoga, Fuly 26, and of Crown- 
Point, Aug. 1. The Battle on the Plains of Abra 
bam, in which the valiant General Watlfe was ſlain, 

; EY Sept, 
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Sept. 13. The Reduction of Quebec, Sept. 18. Theſo 
are ſome of the great Things God did for us, in the 
Year 1759. And to this preſent Year 1760, we 
are to ſet the glorious Action of General Murray, 
on the Heights of Abraham, April 28, from which, 
however, he was obliged to retreat to the City with 
great Loſs. The Raiſing the French Siege at Due-. 
ber, upon the Appearance of the Britiſh Fleet, in 
the River, May 16. And the Succeſſes of the re- 
ſpective Corps, under the Command of Generals 
Amberſt, Murray and Ha viland, in their Way from 
their reſpective Quarters, to the Centre they finally 
aimed at; until at laſt, being near a Union, they 
appeared ſo formidable and irreſiſtible, that on the 
ei ghth Day of September, Montreal, their laſt Reſort, 
with the whole Country of Canada, was ſurrendered 
to the Crown of England.----Fhis now is the Object 
we have been aiming at, this crowns our Wiſhes, and 
completes out Joy. © The Lord by done great 
Things for us, whereof we are glag.” Thus we 
ſee how effectually, and by what a Series of military 
Succeſſes, our Difficulties and Dangers have been 
removed ; the Snare has n been broken, and 
we are eſcaped. | 

But, ſurely, we are indebred for ſo great a Mercy | 
to Him, whoſe Dominion is an everlaſting Domi- 
Mon, whoſe Kingdom is from Gegeration to Gene- 
*n* + ration : 2 
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4 ration: In Compariſon of whom, all the Inhabitants 
4 of the Earth are reputed as Nothing: Who 
doth according to his Will in the Army of Heaven, 
and among the Inhabitants of the Earth.“ Let us 
then conſider 

Thirdly, How far, oe in what Senſes our pre- 
ſent Eſcape is to be attributed to God. © If it had 
not been the Lord, who was on our Side, now may 
Hfael ſay; if it had not been the Lord who was on 
5 our Side, when Men roſe up againſt us, then they 
4 had ſwallowed us up quick.” But, how effectually 
d Cod ſeattered the dark Clouds that have been 


. hanging over us !---How has he turned our Capti- 
0 N q vity The Lord has made known his Salvation, 
5 5 his Righteouſneſs hath he openly ſhewed in the 
it 1 | Sight of the Heathen, He hath remembered his 
* Mercy, and his Truth toward the Houſe of ue. 


Wu. The Lord hath done great Things for us---We will 
1 praiſe thee, gr tho* thou waſt-angry with us, thine 
| Anger is turned away.”---God is the powerful and 
glorious Agent in all theſe Things, God has all 
Nations and Parties in his Hand. If vo ſpeak. 
of Strength, he is ftrong.---His Underſtanding is 
Infinite.” To uſe the Language. of Eliphaz, 
God doth great Things, and unſearchable mar- 
vellous Things without Number. He ſettetk up on 
high Wale that be low; that thoſe which mourn 
May, 
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may be exalted to Safety. He diſappointeth the 
Devices of the Crafty, ſo that their Hands cannot 


perform their Enterprize. He taketh the Wiſe in 
their own Craftineſs, and the Counſel of the Fro. 
ward is carried headlong. He ſaveth the Poor 
from the Sword, and from the Hand of the Mighty. 
The Kingdom is the Lord's, and he is the Governor 
among the Nations. All Nations before Him are 
as Nothing, and they are counted to him leſs than 
Nothing and Vanity.“ --God appoints and over- 
rules in the Changes of States and Kingdoms. And 
we Way, upon our late happy Deliverance, adopt 
the Thankſgiving of Daniel.--— Bleſſed be the 
Name of Gad for ever and ever : For Wiſdom and 
Might are his, and he changeth the Times and the 
Seaſons, he removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings: 
He giveth Wiſdom to the Wiſe, and Knowledge to 
them that know Underſtanding,”---But altho God 
is to be acknowledged and praiſed as the ſupreme 


Agent, yet he generally makes uſe of and honours 
Inſtruments in accompliſhing great Deſigns. 
The ſovereign God in the Times of his People's 
<« Danger, from their Enemies, is to be eyed as hav- 
< ing all the Parts and Powers of Nature in hig 
Hands, both angelic and elementary; as well 
< as human, and aa each _— to his wat, 
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« of working out Salvation for his People, viz. by 
<< exciting, guiding, and ſtrengthening them in 
cc the Choice, and Uſe of proper Means for their 


| «& Deliverance; and crowning their Endeayours 


« with Succeſs.” And in this Caſe it is the Duty 
of a People, as one obſerves, to exert themſelves in 
turning and praying to him, contriving, fortifying, 
fighting and truſting in him altogether : And when 


delivered, to aſcribe to him the Glory for ſtrengthen- 


ing, guiding and ſucceeding them.---And in theſe 
Ways it is plain God has been helping us. God 
has raiſed up, qualified, diſpoſed and ſucceeded In- 


ſtruments for our Deliverance. While, therefore, 


we are celebrating the Praiſes of the Lord on this 
Occaſion, we an not to forget the Kindneſs of 
Heaven, in continuing the Life, and proſpering the 
Reign of King GronO II. a Friend to the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe; a Friend to his Subjects in general, 
and a Friend and Father to America in particular. 


Among the Favaurs of this Sort, we may, with great 


Satisfaction mention the very worthy and honourable 
Secretary PrTT, who has manifeſted the greateſt 
Steadineſs, Reſolution, Probity and Friendſhip 
with Reſpecł to this Land: Who has had more eſ- 
pecially the directing and planning our military 
Operations, as alſo the appointing and commiſſion- 


ing Ser to carry them into — z and under 
whoſe 
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whoſe wiſe Adminiſtrations and Appointments, fo 


great and ſo glorious Things, have been done for 
us. -And among the Inſtruments of our Deliver- 
ance we may mention with diſtinguiſhing Honour, 
an Amberſt, a Boſcawen, a Wolfe, a Forbes, a Saund- 
ers, a Monckton, a Townſend, a Murray, a Pridouux, 
a Berrington, an Haviland, with many other brave 
Men from Eurepe & of America, who have jeopard- 
ed their Lives in the high Places of the Field, and 
ſhewn. their Valour'in the Face of the greateſt Dan- 
gers, to reſcue this People from impending Ruin.--- 
Theſe are the Inſtruments in the Hand of God 
whereby the Snare has been broken that we now are 
eſcaped from. © This is the Lofd's Doing, it is 
marvellous in our Eyes.“ The Lord has raiſed up, 
fent forth and proſpered theſe great Warriors, and 
the brave Troops under their Command, he has 
ordered all Circumſtances well, and crowned their 

Enterpriſes with Succeſs. Whereas God could eaſily 
have blaſted our Undertakings, by dividing our 
Counſels, or confounding our Schemes : He could 


eaſily, by Sickneſs or Scarcity, have rendered it im- | 


poſſible for our Armies to have gone forward; or by 
Storms and Tempeſts ſcattered and diſabled our 
Fleets, and cauſed even the Stars in their Courſes 


to have fought againſt us, as they did againſt Si- 


ſera: For he hath the elementary as well as rational 
World 
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World at his Command; which is exemplified in 
the Shipwreck of the Apoſtle Pau; and painted to 
the Life by Amas, when, under the Difpleaſure of 
olus loud Thunder rocked the Poles of Heaven, 
and glaring Lightning ſtreak d the Skies, and rel- 
ing Billows threatened inſtant Death. 

But the Lord has been on our Side, he has march- 
ed at the Head of our Troops, and through God 
they have done valiantly. And notwithſtanding the 
Worth of the Inſtruments that have been employed, 
yet we mult fay as in Pſalm xliv, 3. with a little Va- 
riation. Wegot not the Land in Poſſeſſion by our 


own Sword, neither did our own Arm ave us; but 
thy right Hand, and thine Arm, and the Light of 


thy Countenance, becauſe thou hadſt a Favour un- 


to us. Thus we f& how far or in what Senſes our 
preſent Eſcape is to be"attribured to God. 


Wherefore, we pafs to conſider 
Fouribiy, How great an Occaſion of Joy and 
Thankſgiving our late Victories over our Enemies 
Muſt be to us. If it had not been the Lord WhO 
was on our Side, when Men roſe up againſt us, then 
they had ſwallowed us up.“ Now the great Reaſon 
we have for Joy, may beſt appear, by conſidering 
What had been our Caſe to an Eye of Reaſon in a 
Very liede Time, had our military Affairs taken a 
|" Turn. We have been in very viſible 
Danger. 
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Danger. And, Had not the Lord been for us, 
„ by this Time we might been ſubjected to the 
«. worſt of Bondage, Oppreſſion and Ruin; by the 
e politick, ambitious, and cruel Enemy we have 
e been at War with; and who, for ſome Time 
« held the Terms of Peace; who were elated with 
& continued Succeſſes, and actuated by Principles 


* which admit of no Reſtraints but that of ſuperior 


4 Force no, not in the greateſt Cruelties and Bar- 
E-barities ; and moſt | horrid Injuſtice, Falſchood, 

© and Perjury.” If God had ſuffered them to go 
on according to their Beginning, ahd our fad Pro- 
ſpecs three Years ago; inſtead of calling Canada 
our own; e had been driven into the Sea, accord-- 
ing to their Plan. We had, by this Time, been ſub- 
jected to French Power and Government, which is 
arbitrary and cruel : Theſt had become the Pro- 
vinces of France; then we had been ſtripp'd of every 
Thing dear ts us, and had been obliged to ſubmit 
to Servitude and Chains. If popiſh Power had 
prevailed, we muſt have bid adieu to dur Rights and 
Privileges, Liberties and Properties, our dear Coun- 
try, and what is more, our holy Religion, we had 
been made Slaves in our native, or in ſome diſtant 
Land. What could have been too much for the 
unbridled Rage of thoſe, who have diſcovered ſo 
much Cruelty in their Temper already; of thaſe , 
D * Who 


on þ 4 


* 


7 Song, and he is become our Salvation, he is our 


26 A Thankſgiving Sermon for 


who can ſport themſelves with the Miſeries of Men, 
and make the inhuman Butchery of innocent Babes, 
the awful Spectacle of their fond Parents; and the 


Diſtreſſes of Parents, the affecting Entertainment 


of their loving Children ? . 

Theſe are the People under FS ee 
might have been brought, the Thought of which 
is ſhocking: Inſtruments of Cruelty are in their Ha- 
bitations; O my Soul come not thou into their 
Secret, unto their Aſſembly mine Honour, be not 
thou united. Now is not the Idea of theſe Things 
ſo horrid, that even the Hope of Deliverance is a 
Happineſs? How much rather than to be actually 
freed from them, and even the Danger of them ? 
and, how much more ſtill, when we find we are in- 
troduced into a free, ſafe, and more extenſive En- 


| Joyment of our Privileges, both religious and civil? | 


And when a Way is made for the Growth of our 
North- American Colonies, and a Door ſo evidently 
opened for the Propagation of the Goſpel, and plant- 
ing of Churches in that Part of our Land, which 
hitherto has been filled with Habitations of Cruelty ? 
Surely, all the Friends of Zion will rejoice in the Pro- 
ſpect of ſo glorious a Spread of the Redeemer's King- 


dom. We have, verily, Reaſon to join with Moſes 


and J/ael, and ſing, the Lord is our Strength and- 


God, 


"* 
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God, and we will prepare him an Habitation, our 
Fathers God and we will exalt him. The Lord has 
been working Wonders for us, and has opened the 
Way for great Things to be done for Mens ſpiri- 
tual Intereſts, as well as worldly.. Shall not the Wil- - 
derneſs now become a Fruitful Field: ? | 

Is not che Lord about to open Rivers in high 
Places, and Fountains in the Midſt of the Valleys, 
to make the Wilderneſs a Pool of Water, and the 
dry Land Springs of Water ? Our Caſe ſeems to be 
ſomething like that of Judab, when deliver'd from 
their Enemies, eſpecially the Aſyrians, to which the 
Prophet refers, when he ſays, the Wilderneſs and 
the ſolitary Place ſhall be glad for them, and the 
Deſart ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom. as the Roſe, ---It 
ſhall bloſſom abundantly, and rejoice even with 


Singing. And doubtleſs the Prophet Iſaiah refers to 


Goſpel Times, when he ſays, „Sing, O e | 


thou that didſt not bear, break forth into Singing 
and cry aloud thou that didſt not travail with ; 
for more are the Children of the Deſolate, t than the 
Children of the married Wife, faith the Lord.” 
And the Pſalmiſt i is underſtood to refer to the 
Goſpel Church, when he praiſes the Lord, as in the 
13 Pfalm, for che glorious Proſpect of the Churches 
| Growth among the Gentiles, under ſuch natural and 


apt Siniilitades. “The Lord is high above all 
. Nations, 


| * 


* 
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N las: and his Glory above the W he 
maketh the barren Woman to keep Houſe, and to 
be a joyful Mother of Children.” Can't we now 


0 |. . by theſe Things ſee that our preſent Deliverance is 
= great Occaſion of Joy and Thankſgiving ? Don't we 
= learn the Propriety of the Joyful Aſſemblies of this 


Day? What Nation is there ſo great, who hath God 
ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all 
Things that we call upon him for? * We have 
ſown i in Tears, but now reap in Joy. We have 
gone. forth weeping, but we are now returning, 
bringing our Sheaves with us.” 
It only remains now that we conſider . 
8 Fi ;fthly, To whom our Sacrifices of Thankſgiving 
9 Ihould be offered, and through whom alone they 
can be accepted. . 
And now we ealily learn from our Text that God 
mmuſt be the ſupreme Object of our Praiſe ; for it is 
lf that he who grants Salvation, ſhould have 
1 the Praiſe of it: Aud faith our Text, © Had not 
a8, the ord been on our Side,” Sc. and again; Our 
Helps inthe Name of the Lord, who made Heaven 
and Earth, * Thoſe Men who have been the In- 
ſtruments in the Hand of Providence, to bring 
about theſe great and intereſting Events, have juſtly 
raiſed their Characters, and immortaliſed their 
| Names; E but we may not be ſo laviſh in our Praiſes 
: of 
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of chem, as to forget God that gave them. Let us 
conſider God as the ſupreme Object to whom Praiſe 
belongs. And, let us give him the Glory due un- 
to his Name. Let us offer the Sacrifices of Righte= 
ouſneſs, and ſtill truſt in the Name of the Lord. 
But then let us conſider through whom alone our 
Sacrifices can be accepted, and truly only through 
him, by whom the Bleſſings have been received. 
Wherefore is it that God ſias been thus kind unto us? 
Shall we ſtand amazed at this, and not think of 
Chriſt who is the only Foundation, and ſure Ground 
of ſolid Joy ? Who has wrought out a far greater 
Salvation for us, than this we are celebrating this 
Day? Who, as the Captain of our Salvation, has 
- ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, and made a Shew 
of them openly, triumphing over them in it. I ſay, 
ſhall we forget this kind Redeemer through whom 
our late Deliverance has been derived ? Surely, in 
our Devotion we ſhould realize that as he is the only 
Medium of our Acceſs to God; ſo through him 
alone our Sacrifice of Thankſgiving can be accepted 
of God. But in Chriſt God is well pleaſed z in him 
then we have Hopes of Audience. » 

It's true, the War has coſt us the Lives of man} 
brave Men of Importance in the Commonwealth; 
which in a ſingle View is Matter of Grief, though 
our Loſſes, conſidering our Atchievements have ſtill 

been 
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9. 1 Thankſgiving Sermori in. 


| bern cel derbis --- And foe of this Plack "OR 
ſtill in Remembrance the Wormwood & Gall which 
have been mixed with your Part of our general 
Joy. May ſuch of you be ſupported under, and 
duly reſent the Hand of God upon you. Hut don't 
let that be the Means of Unthankfulneſs. Your 
Friends have died in a glorious Cauſe, and your 
other Children live: to inherit the happy Fruits of 
their Services. May your Day of Mourning be 
turned into Joy: And gladly j join with us in the 
religious Acknowledgments of this Day. --Remem- 
ber there is a Time to be born, and a Time to die 
a Time to weep, and a Time to laugh, a Time d 
mourn, and a Time to Dance.---In a Day of Proſ- 
perity we are to be joyfu! .-----Praiſe the Lord, 
then, O Feruſalem, praiſe thy God, O Zion. Sing 
unto the Lord, for he hath done excellent Things, 
---He hath triumphed gloriouſly Let the Saints 
be joyful in Glory; let them fing Aloud upon their 
Beds. Let the high Praiſes of God be in their 
Mouth, and a two-edged Sword in their Hand; 
toexecute Vengeance upon the Heathen, and Puniſh- 
ments upon the People; to bind their Kings with 
Chains, and their Nobles with Fetters of Iron; to 
execute upon them the Judgment written. Let all 
the Earth praiſe the Lord. -O Lord, we will praiſe 
thee, for tho* thou waſt angry with us, thine Anger 
1s turned away, and thou comforteſt us. Amen. 
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